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of the Court These two men had an exceptional oppor-
tunity to observe the inner court circles and they were
abreast of all that was happening around the Emperor in
those critical days. It is, therefore, gratifying for me to
find that their story tallies in every respect with my own
account of the events which led up to the act of October 17.
I shall now relate some of the episodes and state some of
the thoughts, for which there was no room in my Memoran-
dum in view of its conciseness and purely factual character.
I was struck by the indifference to the fate of the country
and the dynasty, which the Grand Dukes displayed during
those decisive days. Nikolai Nikolaievich was out hunt-
ing in his estate and did not arrive in St. Petersburg until
the 15th, while Peter Nikolaievich was staying in the
Crimea. I am certain, however, that had any member of
the Imperial family shown an active interest in the political
situation and made an attempt to direct the course of events,
he would have been politely told to mind his own business.
When His Majesty for the first time referred to the
manifesto, I assumed an attitude toward it which was at
first one of skepticism and later became one of decisive
hostility. I feared that it might defeat its purpose and
throw the country into a confusion worse confounded in-
stead of pacifying it. Nor did I have faith in the efficacy
of a dictatorship. If I did hope for it internally, it was,
I confess, for purely selfish reasons. A dictatorship would,
of course, deliver me from the necessity of assuming the
reins of power. I had no illusions as to the thanklessness of
the task. I knew that should I succeed I would be destroyed
because the Court would be afraid of my success, and that,
should I fail, friend and foe would be equally glad to fall
upon me and undo me. Afterwards I found out the reason
why His Majesty insisted on issuing q manifesto. As a
matter of fact, he had been persuaded by his satellites that
I was aiming at becoming neither more nor less than the